There remains, therefore, but one hypothesis, which is that the appointment was made by both parties, in good faith, and that the rape was a sudden thought, suggested by seeing the young girl in his power, under the influence of an anaesthetic. This is the only possible ground to take, and this accordingly, is the position assumed by the prosecution. Here 
whole subject, that we have thought we could not do better than present them, unmutilated, to our readers. We do not see how any unprejudiced mind, after . careful perusal of the whole testimony and the facts and arguments contained in the two following papers, can come to any other conclusion than that arrived at by their able authors.
We cannot, however, consent to let even these appear without some direct and decided expression of our own views. We must premise, that, in the remarks we are about to make, we are influenced by no prejudice or partiality. The writer of these lines is altogether unacquainted with the parties in the case, and he believes he can say the same for both his colleagues. As The first thing we have to say, is to call attention to the well known rule of evidence; the greater the antecedent improbability of any declared fact, the more direct, positive and indubitable must be the testimony by which such a fact is proposed to be established. Thus, if a man entrusted with money were to say that he was knocked down and robbed in broad day-light, in the crowded thoroughfare of a great city, he could only save his credit for veracity and honesty by bringing the most irrefragable proof of the truth of his assertion. A jury of madmen or idiots, might believe his individual oath, but we doubt if twelve men, possessed of the average allowance of common sense, could be found to make up their minds upon such tes- would, in the strongest evidence of still unsullied innocence, unless some indiscreet domestic inquisition had succeeded in enlightening her. Much has been said about "that hour." Can she really remember nothing of the second period of time, be it long or short, but what is contained in her rudimentary sketch ? The outlines are deep and broad, perhaps, but they seem dimly and dismally far apart! We mean no indelicate allusions. We feel the most earnest desire to spare the feelings of all parties, and of none more than the unfortunate subject of these comments. We wish to believe her free from soil, and if we strike rudely at the ill stained slough that has been thrown around her purity of fame, it is but to destroy its every trace.
But we refer to all that happened, and to much that no woman would hesitate to speak of. Agreeing then for the moment to the occurrence of the pain, and attributing it to innocent and natural causes, we do not admit that at the time the plaintiff had any idea, certainly any clear idea, that she was being ravished. That was probably an after thought, and for aught that appears to contradict this view, the long drawn conclusion of a whole day's brooding. But more of this in discussing the history and "phenomena"of period No. 3, the last sad scene of our semi-tragedy. 
